Real lice, your lice?
Activity o3
Decisions, decisions

Every day we have to make decisions about
what we do. It's hard when some of those
decisions need difficult judgements.

Lesson time Working through the three scenarios in this activity will take
guide approximately 45 minutes.

Students should then look carefully at the guidance information
in preparation for writing their A day in the life piece.

Completing the writing may take a further 45 minutes or more.

QCDA PLTS Identify questions to answer and problems to resolve.
r_rakmewo"k Explore issues, events or problems from different perspectives.
inks

Collaborate with others to work towards common goals.
Question their own and others’ assumptions.

Discuss issues of concern, seeking resolution where needed.
Identify improvements that would benefit others as well as

themselves.
Subject English, drama, citizenship, careers, PSHE and the society,
applications health and development diploma.

Try this new version of Consequences. You decide how someone should behave in a
situation. To help you make a decision, we've given you links to background information.
Make sure you leave your part of the situation with another situation to solve until you
come to the last part — where the problem should be ended!

See ovey 2222
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Now try the game with one of these scenarios. Remember, just follow the links to
find out more information about these careers to help you.
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Share what you've got with some other pairs and compare. Now, your next stage
is to put the work you've done into a new format — A day in the life. This gives you
the chance to complete a more major piece of written work. You should find that
there are several curriculum situations in which you can use this. These are given at

the top of the activity sheet.

To help you more, we've written a guide on how you should write an A day in the
life piece. Check this out before you start.
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Real lice, your lice?

Activity 03: Decisions, decisions

Text type: Resource sheet for A day in the life

A day in the life

Audience
Who is it for? The general reader — not a specialist.
What is the writing trying to do? Help us imagine what it is to be like someone else.
So, what kind of writing is A mix of facts, thoughts and opinions. The writing should have some moments of
appropriate? humour and give the reader something to think about.
Text level
How is the text laid out? The writing is in sentences and paragraphs.
What is the order of information? It's usually chronological (starting at the beginning of the day) but this order might be
Can you see any patterns? changed for effect.

There might be some rhetorical questions (‘I wonder what . . .?")
There may be some direct speech as the author remembers what was said.
There may be subheadings — but not many.

Sentence level

Who is speaking? The writing is first person singular ('lI'm excited about moving schools — and nervous too.")
What's the main tense? All the writing will be in the past tense, but any direct speech will be in the present tense.
What's the sentence structure and There will be a mix of short dramatic sentences for effect and longer descriptive ones.
length? Although this is a written piece, the language may give the impression that it is spoken
Is the language formal or informal? to an interviewer and so there will be some informal devices, such as use of dashes and
short sentences.

Word level
How are sentences started and linked? It is easy to start most sentences with ‘I' — but more interesting if you don’t. Try
Are particular words and phrases beginning sentences with a verb (‘Diving into the water, | . . .") or a noun (‘North
used? London: | wish | lived somewhere else!’) and see the difference.

The style will be a mix of facts and feelings so there will be some precise descriptivewords
and more emotional phrases. The writer’s character should be clear from what is written.
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>ﬁ+m<m+* OWH Umﬁmmmosw. A—Qﬁmmmosm Teacher notes for A day in the life

The analysis sheet for A day in the life is centred on the key principal of understanding audience requirements for any specific piece
of writing. Getting this right means that students produce work which is based on real criteria drawn from actual examples of this
style of writing.

The presentation focuses on key questions to ask of the writing style. These are adapted from initial National Curriculum literacy
strategy guidance which focused on identifying the text type features of a piece of writing so that students can shape their writing to
fit the style accurately. Teachers can use these questions for any kind of text type — simple or complex.

The A day in the life text type format is not merely a diary. It is a magazine or newspaper format designed to be read, and show that
character and personality can be revealed through the way in which the writer descibes a “typical’ day.

Certain conventions of the format have evolved over time and these are common wherever the location. They have been described
and, in some cases, exemplified in the notes. This specific style guidance allow students and teachers to share a common
understanding of the audience requirements of the writing and so automatically provides the criteria by which any piece can be
judged. Students can know what they have achieved and understand how closely they have matched the criteria. Use the grid
included in this module to provide a simple but comprehensive assessment sheet. It is useful to present this through teacher
modelling, using real examples of the A day in the life format. Alternatively, with more assured students, teachers can begin the
process as a modelled activity and then ask students to work together to complete it using examples of the format provided for
them.

It is recommended that teachers use this approach when providing support for the writing and assessment of any new text type
explored with students. As they become secure with each text type, they will be able to explore and experiment with the conventions
to create more imaginative and original work. The most able students can be encouraged through extension activities to go further
and subvert the conventions of a text type, perhaps for comic effect.
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Criteria Teacher feedback

Overall comments
Examples

* well done!

® You've written for the general veader - not a specialist. You help us to imnagine what it is to be someone working for the NHS. There's a gooot
mix of facts, thoughts and opinions in your writing

® For Your next assignment try and bnclude some questions ~ it Looks good tn a diary or Day in the Life feature if you question what you are
doing and think about things. These might be rhetorical if Yyou want. Think about putting in some moments of humour as well as giving the
veaoler someething wore serious to think about - sometinmes humour based on Life's difficulties can be a way of coplng with things.

Text level

» Writing is in sentences and paragraphs.

» Writing is chronological.

» There are some rhetorical questions.

* There is some direct speech.

* There are some well-chosen subheadings.

Sentence level

 The writing is first person singular.
* All the writing in the past tense (but direct speech in present tense).
* There is a mix of sentences types.

* The language gives the impression of

1 1

as told to.

Word level

* Some sentences begin actively with verbs and strong nouns.

* The style is a good mix of facts and feelings — there are some precise
descriptive words and more emotional phrases.

* The writer’s character is clear from what is written.

Next steps Grade




